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What is Kintsugi?
Kintsugi is much more than a DIY method: it's an ancestral Japanese technique that transforms everyday accidents
into works of art. The principle? Repair broken crockery not by hiding the cracks, but by highlighting them with lacquer
mixed with gold, silver or platinum powder.
This philosophy values imperfection and makes each repaired object totally unique. Today, Kintsugi has become a
trendy DIY (Do It Yourself) technique. It is now accessible to all, thanks to modern materials such as gold paint and
epoxy glue, enabling you to give new life to your bowls, cups or plates without resorting to expensive traditional
materials.

What materials are needed for Kintsugi?

You don't need to be an expert to recreate this magic at home and start repairing ceramics. Here's a list of the
materials you'll need:
• A broken or shattered ceramic object (your favorite bowl, a cup, a plate...).
• Two-component epoxy glue (resin + hardener) for a firm hold.
• Acrylic paint or gold lacquer
• Disposable container for mixing glue and paint.
• Fine paintbrush and spatula (or wooden stick).
• Protective gloves for your hands.
• Very fine sandpaper (optional, for finishing).

What are the steps involved in Kintsugi?
The steps are very simple for home Kintsugi.

1. Prepare your golden glue
Start by creating your binding mixture. Mix the epoxy glue and gold paint in your container until you obtain a
homogeneous hue. This mixture will simulate traditional gold powder: it's what will make the cracks luminous and
aesthetically pleasing.
2. Reassemble the pieces
Apply the gold glue generously to the edge of a broken piece, then quickly reassemble it with the corresponding part.
Hold the pressure firmly for a few minutes to ensure solid adhesion.
3. Sublimate the cracks
This is where the magic happens. For an enhanced aesthetic effect, you don't have to glue everything back together
perfectly. You can leave some broken areas unglued and simply paint the gaps gold. This creates a striking contrast
that enhances the object's "scars".
4. Leave to dry
Patience is key, as complete drying is necessary before handling the object.
Caution: As this DIY Kintsugi uses epoxy glue and acrylic paint, avoid eating or drinking with the object after repair.
It becomes a magnificent decorative object.
5. Finishing
Once dry, if the glue relief is too pronounced, gently sand with sandpaper to smooth out any excess. Admire your
crockery transformed into a unique piece of art.

Beyond simple repair, Kintsugi brings a strong ecological dimension (Upcycling) by giving a second life to objects
destined to be thrown away.
The practice also cultivates a philosophy of beauty in imperfection and resilience, faithful to Japanese Wabi-sabi
thinking. Kintsugi transforms repair, often seen as a chore, into a creative expression accessible to all, using simple
materials.

DIY Kintsugi is a playful and poetic way to decorate your home with unique pieces while reducing waste. With a little
skill and a few golden paints, anyone can learn this ancestral art and create precious souvenirs by sublimating their
golden scars.
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