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TOHO AIKO VS MIYUKI DELICA COMPARISON
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What are Toho Aiko beads?
Toho Aiko beads are high-quality Japanese cylindrical glass beads, specially designed for bead weaving. Toho is the name
of the manufacturer and Aiko the name of these cylindrical beads. They are manufactured on ultra-modern precision
machines and are distinguished by their exceptional regularity. Each bead measures approximately 1.3 mm in the
direction of the hole and 1.6 mm in diameter, making them very slightly larger than the classic Miyuki Delica (11/0). Their
large hole allows the thread to be passed through many times with the needle, which is particularly appreciated in projects
requiring several passes of thread.
These beads are available in a wide range of colors and finishes. Have a look at our selection of Aiko bead colors and
effects. Toho Aiko beads are often referred to as "the perfect cylindrical beads", as they guarantee uniform, harmonious
creations, whether for jewelry, accessories or decorative objects.
Toho Aiko should not be confused with Toho Treasures. Although these beads are cylindrical and come from the same
manufacturer, Treasures are often of comparable quality to Delica and are not exactly the same size as Aiko. Treasures
are either 1.8 mm or 3.3 mm in diameter.
The letters PF added to the Aiko reference stand for PermaFinish. Example: TA01PF559 - PF. This is a varnish applied by
the manufacturer. Miyuki's equivalent is "Duracoat".

Why use Toho Aiko rather than Miyuki Delica?
While Miyuki Delica are well known for their quality, Toho Aiko stand out for their even greater precision. Their slightly
rounded edges make it easier to position the beads when weaving, especially on a loom, where their regularity offers a
visually cleaner, smoother finish. Unlike Miyuki Delica beads, which can have more angular edges and occasional breaks,
Toho Aiko beads minimize the appearance of threads between beads, which improves the overall aesthetics of the weave.
Another advantage lies in their ease of use: their larger hole simplifies multiple thread passages and reduces the risk of
breakage. What's more, for techniques such as Brick Stitch, loom weaving or Mississippi weaving, Toho Aiko allows easier
alignment and a more elegant end result.
However, they are more expensive, partly due to their manufacturing process. This price is justified by their incomparable
regularity, although their use is not always essential, especially for techniques where small imperfections go unnoticed,
such as Peyote. Similarly, in the case of double weaves such as Double Brick Stitch or double Peyote, the result will
certainly be prettier with Toho Aiko, but it won't be perfect either. These are both weaves where the beads are complicated
to align.
Author's point of view: Personally, I think it's interesting to use Aiko beads for small projects requiring regularity, such as
Brick Stitch earrings, small loom or Mississippi bead weave bracelets, but also, for simple stringing to make small fine
beaded bracelets or beaded bangs.

Size differences
Toho Aiko and Miyuki Delica are very similar in size, but slight differences can impact your creations. For example, a 15-
bead wide loom weave measures 21 mm with Miyuki Delica, versus 22 mm with Toho Aiko. Over a length of 20 beads (20
rows), the weave reaches 33.5 mm with Delica and 34 mm with Aiko. Although these differences are minimal, they can
influence the fit of your clasps or endpieces. It is therefore advisable to recalculate your measurements if you replace
Delica with Aiko in a pre-existing project.
Note also that dark opaque beads are more irregular in height. You'll find some beads in your package a little lower than
others.

Can I mix Aiko and Delica beads in a weave?
Yes, it is possible to mix these beads in the same weave, but only if the presence of one or the other type of bead is in the
minority and is not used as a solid color, as this would result in a slight difference in size. However, the beauty of Aiko is
its consistency. Mixing these beads, which are similar but not identical in size, loses this appeal. The only reason to
combine these two types of beads might be to exploit a color available in the Aiko but absent from the Delica range.
In conclusion, Toho Aiko beads represent a high-end alternative to Miyuki Delica beads, particularly suited to projects
where precision and aesthetics are a priority. Their higher price tag may deter some users, but their consistency and
impeccable rendering will appeal to the most demanding designers. It's up to you to choose according to your needs, style
and preferred techniques.
I'd like to thank SylVie, whose name is Du Fil et des Perles and who is a specialist on the Super Club des Client(e)s Perles
& Co Facebook group, for these tests, which enabled me to add more detail to this article.

/toho-toho-aiko-1.6-mm-c-55_2527_308942.html
/miyuki-miyuki-delica-110-c-55_369_984.html
/toho-toho-treasures-1.8-mm-c-55_2527_405.html
/tutoriels/t9491-bracelet-bangle-tissage-miyuki-mississippi-cuivre-et-marron.html
https://www.facebook.com/people/De-fil-en-perles/100044502138466/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fansperlesandco/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fansperlesandco/
https://www.perlesandco.com/
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Which material to use for Toho Aiko vs Miyuki Delica comparison?
 

SUPPLIES

4x0.8mm Open Jump Rings - European-made -fine Gold plated x50
Ref. : ACC-352
Quantity : 1

Terminator for beads weaving 25 mm fine Gold plated x1
Ref. : ACT-254
Quantity : 2

Lobster claw clasp 10mm fine Gold plated HQ x1
Ref. : FRM-628
Quantity : 1

1.6mm Toho Aiko 11/0 - TA01123D - Opaque Dark Beige Luster x4g
Ref. : TA01-123D
Quantity : 1

1.6mm Toho Aiko 11/0 - TA0149 - Opaque Jet x4g
Ref. : TA01-49
Quantity : 1

1.6mm Toho Aiko 11/0 - TA0151F - Opaque Frosted Light Beige x4g
Ref. : TA01-51F
Quantity : 1

1.6mm Toho Aiko 11/0 - TA01PF559 - PF Galvanized Yellow Gold x4g
Ref. : TA01-PF559
Quantity : 1

SUPPLIES

Miyuki Beading needles x6
Ref. : OAC-162
Quantity : 1

Metal Beading Loom large x1
Ref. : OUT-445
Quantity : 1

Miyuki Nylon Beading thread B 0.25 mm Semolina x50 m
Ref. : UFC-059
Quantity : 1
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steps
 

 Step 1/4

You have 3 choices for finishing your bracelet:
- Do not taper on either side of the weave and use a
weaving tip that is slightly too large. There are no 22 or
23 mm weaving tips.
- Make a reduction on each side as described in step 2. In
this way, you can attach special Hiilos clasp ends and
use Hiilos magnetic and interchangeable clasps, enabling
you to use a single clasp for multiple creations.
- You can also adapt the pattern and remove several rows
of beads to fit the smaller clasps in our catalog.

 Step 2/4

To make a Leopard motif beaded bracelet, weave the
number of rows required until you have a weave the size
of your wrist (-2 cm). Remember to keep 20 cm of thread
ends at the beginning. Here's a video on how to weave
pearls on a loom.

 Step 3/4

To use the Hiilos clasp ends, make a reduction of 2
beads: 1 on each side of the first and last strand. This
step enables you to use a 20 mm bead end, as no 22 or
23 mm end is available. This technique is shown in this
tutorial from the 8 th minute: Red Miyuki Loom Bracelet.

 Step 4/4

Slide on your weaving tips and add the clasp following
the video link in step 1, or attach the Hiilos tips.

Result
 

https://www.perlesandco.com/tutoriels/t8951-grille-tissage-bracelet-miyuki-nude-et-dora-fermoir-beadslide.html
https://www.perlesandco.com/tutoriels/t8951-grille-tissage-bracelet-miyuki-nude-et-dora-fermoir-beadslide.html
https://www.perlesandco.com/tutoriels/t8951-grille-tissage-bracelet-miyuki-nude-et-dora-fermoir-beadslide.html
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